
 

Dr. Ronald E. McNair Middle School 

DREAM STEM Program 
STEM Accelerated Program 
Requirements  
“The Accelerated Program provides academically rigorous courses designed to challenge motived students 

to comprehend math concepts and skills through a fast-paced compacted curriculum. A portion of the 

content learned during the program will be through independent study and personalized learning 

pathways. The coursework requires students to engage in the rigorous content at a high level outside of 

the class. 

Students taking Accelerated Program 

courses will be expected to learn and work 

in a faster-paced course and participate 

vigorously in classroom discussions and 

presentations. The Accelerated Program 

courses will require an extensive amount of 

reading, studying, note-taking, and class 

preparations outside of the classroom.”  

The progress of  the Accelerated Program 

students is routinely monitored by the 

instructional committee (STEM 

Coordinator, Principal of Instruction, and 

teachers) if it is found that an Accelerated 

student is not maintaining progress it will 

be  necessary to place him/her on a three week probation for the Accelerated track until as such time that 

their progress shows proficient improvement.  However, if after the probationary period a student is not 

showing significant improvement he/she will be removed from the program.  As outlined in the Grades 

6-12 Mathematics Acceleration Program Acceptance Letter, this step is necessary to ensure the 

optimization of future success in mathematics.  

*Warning about Carnegie/High School Units “Student course codes (classes) may not be changed 

due to an unwanted grade of B, C, D, or F on the student's transcript”  
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Georgia STEM goals: 
● Empower students to become innovators and technologically proficient problem, solvers 

● Ensure that all students have access to the appropriate technology conducive to enhancing their 

learning experiences both in and outside the traditional classroom 

● Increase student 21st-century skills and technological literacy by providing students with 

opportunities to use the technical tools of the STEM industry 

● Guide community understanding of the importance of STEM education and build capacity to 

sustain a viable STEM educational program to prepare students for work and life in the 21st 

century 

● Increase Georgia’s capacity to provide high-quality K-12 STEM professional learning 

opportunities 

● Nurture partnerships that allow schools and the business sector to join efforts to improve 

students’ STEM-career opportunities 

● Increase the number of students pursuing careers in STEM-related fields and/or post-secondary 

STEM-related education/training 

Curriculum: 

At Dr. Ronald E.  Middle School (DREAM), the faculty and staff are dedicated to increasing college and 

career readiness through a STEM enriched curriculum. DREAM is now a STEM certified program. This 

means that students are selected to participate in a program that will include a specialized rigorous 

curriculum that integrates science, mathematics, and technology education. Students who are selected to 

participate in the program will agree to take accelerated mathematics and science courses including 

Carnegie level Math, Science, and Technology in the 8th grade and participate in scientific research that 

will result in an 8th grade culminating project.  Students who complete all requirements with the success 

of scoring a proficient on the on their EOG/EOC assessments at the end of three years will be award a 

certificate of completion along with a graduation chord to signify their completion of the three-year 

program. 

Student Expectations: 

● Students are expected to maintain a grade average of 80% and above in all courses including 

Connection classes. 

● Students will enroll in Accelerated Math in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade. 

● Students will enroll in Carnegie Physical Science in 8th grade. 

● Students will enroll in Carnegie Foundations of Engineering & Technology in 8th grade. 

● Students will participate in at least one STEM Competitions (Robotics Team, TSA, Drones, 

Hovercraft, Seapearch, Science Fair, and Technology Fair competitions, etc. 
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● Students will maintain academic progress throughout the three academic years with the first 

two years determine DREAM STEM Student status of the third year.  

Parent Participation: 

 The network between parents and school is a vital part of a STEM student’s success. STEM parents will 

agree to help to promote and participate in STEM academics and activities including but not limited to: 

● Requiring their student to spend at least one hour on extended assignments and homework.  

● Requiring their students to complete all in school learning experiences  

● Checking students grades at least every month while STEM students will be required to check 

every two weeks.  

● Scheduling meetings with teachers if their student is in need of additional assistance. 

Community and Business Partnerships: 

DREAM STEM seeks to form long-lasting mutually beneficial relationships with partners that will allow 

students and staff to engage in problem-based learning activities that are solution focused. Students will 

engage in research created in real-world situations. Parents, Community and business partners are asked 

to: 

● Collaborate with teachers and students for projects/research designs, participate in STEM-related 

activities, STEM Nights, field trips, etc.  

● Participate in DREAM STEMcommunity events to promote and sustain the program 

● Provide career and research related mentoring relationships with students and teachers 

● Provide work environment professional learning for educators and field trip experiences for 

students 

 

 

 

 

 

Student will take letter home to parents: __________________________________________  

*Note: This letter can be found on the DREAM STEM Academy Website. 

 

 


